


(a) Jean McDonald, Doris Macgregor, Win Roy
and Margaret Church. These ladies were
awarded Life Membership of the Pioneer
Women's Memorial Trust.
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(d) Working bee collecting Mataura River stones. (Left
to right) Herbie Horrell, Jean McDonald, Paisley Laird,
Brenda Cook, Hazel Mercer, Bertha McFadyen.
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( f) The Lychgate in course of erection.. ft appears to dwarf
the church but in fact,is in perfect perspective. See g.

(b) Members contemplate the discoloured section 
of brickwork at the back of the Rest Rooms 
where the railway roadway had butted up against it. 

(c) The Rest Rooms building was located
immediately north of the Railway Station.
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(e) Two types of stone were used: Mata ma River 
stone into v-.-'hich the plaque is set: and the stones 
from the Otamita Stream. v,,'hich form the base. 

(g) The completed Lychgate in front of the
+-.--- -----------------------------------�?��:ner Mandeville Anglican Churcl�:
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• These notes are the result of research carried out by Win Roy who
has put together an interesting account of the immense concerted
effort that resulted in the establishment of the Gore Women's Rest
Rooms - and of its regrettable demise. The account also tells of
subsequent steps taken to ensure that the efforts of the pioneer women
of Eastern Southland are not forgotten.

• For early records thanks go to Mrs Kath Geddes whose mother
kept detailed accounts of the Saturday Markets; Mrs Joyce Donald,
who recorded W.D.F.F. early events; and the descendants of David
Dickie the first secretary/treasurer whose records go back to 1930:
Miss Margaret Dickie and Mr Norman Dickie.

• The following list of those appointed (on 18 Apl 1936) to be
members of the Gore Rest Rooms Organising Committee was posted
to David McDougall M.P. to keep him informed.

Mesdames: J. Stewart; D. Dickie; F. Gutschlag; J.J. Gresham; 
Henry Smith; Wm. Orr; J. McKinnel; Jas A. Johnston; 
Messrs: F. Walker; Fred Trapski Jun. H.E. Bacon; David Dickie. 
Trustees: Messrs D.L. Poppelwell; Henry Smith; R.L. Byars. 
( Note: Others joined the Committee after this date.) 

• It was the custom up to 40 or 50 years ago for women to be known
by their husband's initials. To put this right we have tried to find out
the 'real' names of the ladies concerned. e.g. Mrs J. Stewart may
also appear in the text as Mrs J. Stewart (Mary Stewart). Where we
have been unable to find out a lady's Christian name we have just left
things as they are.

• A Lychgate was a gateway under a porch, close by but not
connected to, a church. The architecture was usually in keeping with
the structure of the church.

• Donations for the Bursary Fund are still being gratefully accepted.
Committee member, Doris Macgregor, set the ball rolling by donating
$2000, money earned from the sale of her own handcrafts, and
originally meant to boost Rest Room funds.

• Thanks to Ian McKelvie for help with the photographs, and Kath
Crump for the illustration on the Title Page.

Charles Muir, assistant researcher. 
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Bursary Recipients 2003‐2019 

2003 
Jenna Morton  
Raewyn Moate 
Layla Curruthers 

2004 
Jessie MacKay 
Benjamin Perry 
Hamish Martin 

2005 
James Garrity 
Faith Johnson 
Sandra Jensen 

2006 
Joshua Roy 
Jenna Riddle 
Brooke Young 

2007 
Trent MacGregor 
Craig Hayward 
Jasmine Kubala 

2008 
Paddy Kubala 

Scott Thompson 
Bryce Hannah 

2009 
Bridget Pask 

Sapphire Kubala 
Danielle Smith 

2010 
Paige Croad 

Christina Robertson 
Amy Welsh 

2011 
Cameron McIntyre 
Kendall Witham 
Niamh Doncaster 

2012 
Alice Millar 

Caroline Morton 
Amy Sim 



Bursary Recipients 2003‐2019 

2014 
Megan McCall  

Tia‐Marie Tuhakarina

2016
Keely McGuigan 

Katrina Smith

2018 
Olivia Millar 

Rhiannon Gorman
Berthney Moyle

2013 
Jessica Agate Kateleen 
McWhirter Meredith 

Fraser  

2015 
Nicole Kennedy  

Emerson McGregor

2017
Maddison Robertson 

Summer Smith

2020
Sophie Johnston

Erika Sharp
Rosie Cocoran

2019
Olivia Christie 
Mia Walton 
Grace Kelly




